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MEN FALL WITH SCAFFOLD.

Flimsy Structure Gives Way, and Five Paint¬
ers Are Precipitated to the Floor,

Twenty Feet Below.

A scaffold in the boiler room of Marx
Ravelle's glycerine works, 011 Van Brunt
street, Brooklyn, on which five painters
were at work, fell yesterday morning, car¬

rying the workmen with it. They were

dragged from the wreck by other factory
hands. All were unconscious. One was
taken to his home, the others to hospitals.
The Injured were: James Corbettt, thirty-
three years old, No. 2S6 Twentieth street,
right wrist broken, head cut and spine in¬
jured; removed to Seney Hospital; Emil
Cubell, thirty-seven years old, of No. 119
WyckofE street, head and back cut and
bnuised; removed to Seney Hospital; James
McCauley, twenty-eight years old, No. 481
Henry street, contusions of head and back,
rand severe cuts; taken home; Louis Sauter,
thirty-nine years old, No. 302 Court street,
severely wounded on head and shoulders;
removed to Seney Hospital; John O'Rourke,
forty-two years old. No. 574 Hicks street,
fracture of collar bone, severe bruises of
head and back, and possibly internal in¬
juries; removed to St. Peter's Hospital.
The accidcnt happened a few minutes

after the men went to work. The ceiling
of the boiler room was in need of paint,
and the men, when they had arrived to
paint it, found no proper scaffold. Some
slender Doles were erected and thin planks
nailed to them. Upon this Insecure frame¬
work, at a distance of twenty feet from
the stone floor, a platform was laid. The
men, none of them very light, clambered
tip. with their brushes and paint buckets.
The frame trembled as the men began to

ply their paint brushes, but they did not
seem worried. Suddenly the structure col¬
lapsed. The painters were buried in the
wreck of broken planks on the floor.

T'fle hospital physicians believe none of
the men will die.

mCHARDSON VINDICATED.
Justice Tighe Discharged the Contractor

Who Was Wrongly Accused of
Forging a Note.

Henry Richardson, the once well-to-do
contractor, who since August 21 has rested
under the cloud of an attempted swindle of
Jeweller Taylor, of Brooklyn, was vindi-
cated yesterday morning ip the Adams
Street Court. Justice Tighe dismissing the
complaint.
Richardson claims to have been made the

victim of the combined overzealousness of
Detcctive-Sergeaut Reynolds, of the Central
Office Bureau; a misunderstanding between
two partners and the vindictiveness of Mr.
Taylor.
On the day in question he selected some

jewelry at Taylor's Fulton street store and
offered in payment a note drawn by J. H.
Baker & Co., transportation agents, at No.
14 South street, the goods not to be deliv¬
ered, however, until Mr. Taylor had first
satisfied himself of the genuineness of the
note. Richardson said he would call again
on the following day.
Taylor communicated with Mr. Baker, the

senior member of the firm, who declared
that the note was not drawn by him and
he did not know of its having been made
legitimately in the course of his business.
On the strength of Mr. Baker's statement

the police were appealed to by Jeweller
Taylor, and Richardson's arrest followed.
He was taken to Detective-Sergeant Rey¬nolds's office and, he claims, was detained
there for several hours, and refused the
privilege of all communication with either
his office, family or counsel. From there he
was taken to the Adams Street Station,
charged with the forgery of the note. It
was not until the next day. when he was
arraigned before Justice Tighe, that he was
enabled to consult a lawyer. He retained
E. J. McCrassen, who secured evidence
that the note had been drawn by Charles
H. Abbott, the junior member of the firm
of J. H. Baker & Co., and was accepted byRichardson in good faith.
On this evidence, which was further

strengthened by the late admission of Baker
that, despite his repudiation, the note was a
genuine obligation of the firm. Lawyer Mc¬
Crassen began habeas corpus proceedingsbefore Justice Van Wyck, of whom he re¬
quested a brief. No decision has yet been
given in this matter.
Thursday last the ease came up in the

Police Court for a hearing. The prosecu¬tion asked for an adjournment, as impor¬tant witnesses were absent, but would be
present at whatever time the Court mightstate. Judge Tighe named yesterday as the
final hearing, and as the prosecution asraln
failed to produce its witnesses, Richardson
was set free.

COLORED MENS' TURN NOW.

Eleven Parents Bring Suits Against the Ja¬
maica Board of Education.

Jamaica. L. I., Sept. 17..The fight be¬
tween the Board of Education of this vil¬
lage and the colored people over the send¬
ing of the colored children to school Is
likely to be renewed now. The Board of
Education claimed that, as there was a
school for colored children, they did not
have any right to attend the school to
which the white children went. Several
of the parents of the colored children re¬
fused to send their children to the colored
school, and for this they were arrested
under the Compulsory School law. One or
two of them were fined and they appealedtheir case. Finally It went before the
Queens County Grand Jury, in Long Island
City, and one of the colored persons was
indicted for violating the law. On his
trial lie was acquitted.
Now eleven of the parents of the colored

children have begun suits in the Queens
County Court against the Board of Edu¬
cation of this village for damages in hav¬
ing their children kept out of school. The
papers were served yesterday.

TURNER'S DEATH ACCIDENTAL.

Kinsfolk Do Not Ask to Know Who Fired the
Fatal Skyrocket. CI'155

Detectives Dolan and Hayes, of the Cly-
mer Street Police Station, Wilianiisburg,
have not as yet been able to learn who used
the fatal giant skyrocket, which killed
James H. Turner, a retired truckman. Tues¬
day night, during the parade of the John
B. Lyons Association, of the Nineteenth
Ward.
The body of Turner has been femoved

from the Eastern District Hospital, where
he died, to his home, No. 40 South Eighth
street, and the funeral will take place to¬
morrow. The interment will be in Calvary
Cemetery.
Coroner Nason said yesterday that there

was no necessity for an autopsy, as the
man's death was due to the shock and in¬
juries received. "The family do not care
for an autopsy." said the Coroner, "and
are perfectly satisfied that his death was
purely accidental. They, would feel very
sorry to learn the name of the man who lit
the fuse of the rocket."

SOMEBODY MADE A MISTAKE.

Court Dismissed a Charge Against Mrs. Stry-
ker, Preferred by a Real Estate Agent.

Mrs. Mary A. Stryker, of No. 867 Gates
avenue, Brooklyn, was tried in the Gates
Avenue Police Court, yesterday, on a

charge of having obtained money from
Frank Caulkins, a real estate dealer, by
falsely representing that she owned prop¬
erty in Monmouth County, N. J. The, Jus¬
tice, after hearing the evidence, dismissed
the complaint.
"To put it very mildly," said he, "some¬

body is greatly mistaken in this ca^>. The
complainant declares lie did not sug ,est the
form of a letter to Mrs. Stryker, mul she
and her daughter are positive that he
framed it himself."
The letter which Caulkins said Mrs.

Stryker had written without suggestion
from him is as follows:
"Mr. P. 11. Caulkins:
Dear Slr.Uejrardinfc the responsibility on a

certain three hundred dollar ($300) note which I
asked you S® united, vrouiu say T own a

ship a thirty-acre
'<>, X. .1.

IS
Clara Peterson Petitions the Su¬

preme Court to Give
Back Her Child.

Mrs. Nelson, Who Has the Little
One, Says the Mother Can¬

not Care for It

SHE WISHES TO ADOPT THE BABE.

Asserts She Has Had the infant from its
Birth, Two Years Ago, and Is Very

Much Attached to It.Court
Reserves Decision.

Clara Peterson complained In the Su¬
preme Court, Brooklyn, yesterday that be¬
cause a board bill has not been paid, Mrs.
Ivatherine Nelson, of No. 131 Jefferson ave¬

nue, is holding her baby boy. Mrs. Nelson
was in court with the baby, a writ of ha¬
beas corpus having been sued out by the
mother.
The mother says that Mrs. Nelson has

always wanted to adopt the little fellow,
and has christened him Walter Llewellyn
Nelson. She also says that the baby has
not received proper care, that he has been
allowed to swallow whiskey and other
liquors until he got drunk, that he has re¬

ceived as food -'ckles, cabbage and horse¬
radish. These things, the Peterson woman

sagely observes, are not heai^-y for a baby
boy of two years. She has asked for the
child, but cannot get it, she declares, and
she is anxious to take it with her back to
her parents*1 home in Sweden.
Mrs. Nelson says she has had the baby

for a year and nine months, and keeps him
only for his own protection. His mother,
who is a servant, went to her two years
ago and told her the baby was about to be
born, she said she could not stand the dis¬
grace, and threatened to kill herself, Mrs.
Nelson declares.

"I promised to take care of him, and to
bring him up as my own son," Mrs. Nelson
said. "She agreed to give him to me, and
paid his board for three months. I am

ready to adopt him formally. The baby
was christened with her consent, and she
has never Interfered with me. She is not
fit to care for the baby, and has not the
means to bring him up properly. I have no

children, and all my family are very much
atttached to this baby."
The case will be tried next Tuesday.

DAM WRECKERS GO FREE.

Testimony Show6 the Farmers Were Acting
Under Instructions of the Board

of Health.

Isaac H. Rapalyea, the wealthy Newtown
farmer, and a dozen or more of his neigh¬
bors, who tore down the dam which Mayor
Gleason's water company had constructed
at Jackson's Mill Pond, North Beach, and
which the Board of Health had declared
to be a nuisance, were discharged by Jus¬
tice B. Frank Wood, in Jamaica yester¬
day. The charge against the accused farm¬
ers was that of malicious destruction of
property.{ The testimony of a large number of wit-
nesses showed that the work of destroying
the da 111 was done under orders from the
Supervisor, Joseph Bermel, who is chafr-
ninn of the Board of Health of the town
of Newtown, and in pursuance of a resolu¬
tion of the Board. Dr. Booth, Health Offi¬
cer of the town, testified that the dam was
a public nuisance, having been the cause
of the overflowing of the pond and meadow
land, and other farm lands adjoining, and
Company for maintaining a nuisance, and
much sickness in the neighborhood.
The Newtown authorities will at once

begin suit against the Woodside Water
Company for maintaining a nuisance, and
the farmers whose health and property
were injured will also sue for damages.

TWO ORPHANS DISCHARGED.

Curry Sisters Taught School and Supported a

Large Family.
The Long Island City Board of Education

has stirred up a great deal of adverse crit¬
icism as a result of recently dropping from
the roll of school teachers the Misses Curry,
daughters of former City Clerk Thomas
Curry, who died nearly a year ago. Mayor
Gleason is also warmly denounced by the
taxpayers and is the recipient of letters al¬
most every day condemning the action of
the Board.
The Curry family consists of nine or¬

phans, the principal mainstay of whom
were the two teachers. The familv is now
almost destitute.
Mayor Gleason's unfriendliness for the

Curry family arises principally from the
fact that City Clerk Curry, who ^ as also
Mayor Gleason's private secretary, sued
the Mayor and obtained a judgment for
$1,000. which he claimed to have loa.^a
Gleason during his first Mayoralty term.
Both girls hold first grade certificates and

they are very popular in Long Island City.

FARMER'S WHEEL CAME OFF.

Feine's Ankle Broken Between the Wagon
and a Lamppost.

Frank Feine, a farmhand in the employ
of Thomas Wlllets, owner of the Home-
wood Farm in Roslyn, met with a peculiar
accident in Long Island City late on

Wednesday night, which will necessitate
nis staying in St. John's Hospital lor some
time to come.
Feine left Roslyn Wednesdav afternoon

with a load of produce for the New York
market. He reached Long Island City and
tried to turn from Jackson avenue to Bor-
den avenue. His teai.i was going close to
the curb, and the nut on one of the for-
ward wheels becoming loose, fell off allow¬
ing the wheel to roll from the wagoii This
threw the wagon in toward the street and
Feine's right leg was caught at the ankle
between the side of the track and a lanp-
post that was on the coiner. Ho received
a compound fracture of the ankle, and it
was some time before his foot could be
freed. The force of the wagon striking
against the lamppost wrecked a mailbox.

Dog Attacked Boy Cveliat
Snyvllle, L. I., Sept. 17.-Gcorgt Otto,

the twelve-year-old son of Henry Otto, of
I West Sayville, was attacked by n large dog
owned by John Degraff while riding
through this place this afternoon. The

£?£ *22*# th<? b?y h/r- th(> fmd pulled
him oil his wheel. His cries attracted a
crowd of people, who drove the animal
away before he had done the lad anv ser
ous injury.

Thrown Under Her C'arrlnfte
Sayville. L. I., Sept. 17.--Mrs. John New-

toft, accompanied by her daughter, was

returning from a drive this afternoon, and
when about to turn a corner leading to
their home collided with a Long Island
Lxpress wagon. The front wheel of their
carnage was demolished, throwing Mi
Newton under the wagon. A voting man
named Kaier caught: the horse's head and
lie la him until the young woman escaped
from her dangerous position.

Id Sends Greeting to vst»>r.
or Wurs*«>r yesterday >4 the
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He Had Been Robbed Before
and Was Prepared for an

Emergency This Time

Says He Recognized the Intruder as

William Shinness, a For¬
mer Lodger.

YOUNG MAN WAS ARRESTED LATER.

Twice Before Mrs. Ruppenecker's Boarding
House Had Been Entered.Shinness

Confessed He Was Guilty of
the Last Robbery Only.

Mrs. I^ena Ruppenecker, a widow, keeps
a cheap lodging house at No. 83 Sackett
street, South Brooklyn. Twice within a

year she has been thoroughly cleaned out
of her small belongings by burglary. A
third attempt was made early yesterday
morning, but the robber was discovered
and shot at by a lodger, dropping his booty
in his escape. The police arrested Will¬
iam Shinness, eighteen years old, yester¬
day afternoon and he confessed his guilt.
He has a bad record.
Mrs. Ruppenecker is hysterical over her

misfortunes, and says all her lodgers have
left because the place is hoodooed.
Shinness was an inmate cf the house up

ti last January. His father is dead and
his mother is a city charge. The widow
took him in out of pity. She ejected him
after the first burglary, because she says
he confessed the theft. The loss included
clothing, table spreads, napkins, sheets,
pillow cases, etc. These were disposed of
at an Italian Junk shop In the basement
of No. G8 Degraw street, run by Angelo
Andeleno.
A fortnight ago the second burglary oc¬

curred. Pretty much everything but the
stoves and furniture was taken, a lodger,
Frederick Larsen, being the heaviest loser.
The booty included a mouth harmonica,
some sheet music, a clock, combs and
brushes, wall paper iu rolls, ^ptc. Larsen
dusted his pistol and lay in wait.
Just after midnight yesterday morning

he was awakened by noises on the piazza,
close to his windows. He occupies the first
floor rear. He jumped from bed and caught
the intruder opening the blinds. The man

had a bundle under his arm.

"Drop it, or I'll shoot!" cried Larsen.
The man turned quickly and vaulted over
the piazza rail to the court below, a drop
of ten feet.
Larsen reached the piazza In time to see

the fugitive climbing over the fence to the
adjoining yard and fired three shots to at¬
tract the police. He says he did not try
to hit the target because he recognized
Shinness and did not wish to injure him.
Neighbors who were aroused by the shoot¬
ing ran to the windows and saw the flee¬
ing fugitive in the moonlight.
Mrs. Bennett, living next door, called

out, "What are you doing in my yard?"
and the man answered, "It's all right, it's
me!"
Joseph Bird, a door below, says he recog¬

nized Shinness and called him by name,
receiving no reply. The police responded
promptly and made a search. A oundle
was found in the court, containing several
suits of clothes and more household linen.
Detective Sergeants Stoddard and Roden,

of the Fifteenth Precinct, at noon found
Shinness near Hamilton ferry and arrested
him. He confessed his guilt 011 his way to
the station, but would not admit knowledge
of the first two burglaries. He has a bad
record, having been arrested several times
for stealing money and valuables. He will
be taken before Judge Tighe, in the Butler
Street Court, this morning.
The detectives visited Andeleno's junk

shop yesterday and recovered many of the
articles taken from the Ruppenecker house
at the second burglary, including sheet
music marked with Larsen's name. An¬
deleno said they were sold to him by
Shinness.

HE CAPTURED ONE BURGLAR.

When Policeman O'Grady Approached the
Men They Dropped Bundles.

In the Butler Street Police Court, Brook¬
lyn, yesterday morning, Policeman O'Grady
was complimented for having captured a

supposed burglar. The prisoner, James
Sweeney, thirty-two years old, of No. 46
Chatham square New York, was held for
trial.
O'Grady at 4 o'clock in the morning met

two men on Fourth avenue. Each had a
bundle and the policemen asked them
where they were going. Instead of reply-
ing they dropped the bundles and fled,
O'Grady followed and captured one of
them.
The policeman also got the bundles,

which contained shoes stolen from the
store of Louis Kroemer, of No. 78 Fifth
avenue. A rear window of the store had
been forced, and an iron bar neatly pried
from its fastenings.
Sweeney was searched in the Butler

Street Station. The police found in his
possession, several pairs of women's shoes,
several silk handkerchiefs, a revolver, a
cold chisel, three bits and a jlmmle.

HALF A CENTURY A TEACHER.

Death of Dr. Seymour, an Instructor of the
Polytechnic Academy.

Dr. Edward Coe Seymour, A. M., Ph. D.,
died in his home, at No. 72 South Elliott
place, Brooklyn, early yesterday morning,
of heart failure, the result of rheumatism.
He was principal of the academic depart¬
ment of the Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute.
Dr. Seymour was born in Hartford,

Oneida County, N. Y., in 1828. He began
teaching school when seventeen years o'.d.
He was graduated in 184!> from the State
Normal College, and in a short time be¬
came principal of Hobart Hall Academy, iu
Oneida County. Later he was Professor of
Mathematics in the Dutchess County Acad¬
emy. and still later principal of the Cats-
kill High School.
He went to Brooklyn as principal ot

Grammar School No. 7. and when, in 1853,
the Polytechnic Institute was organized, he
became principal of the academic depart¬
ment. He held that position for thirty-
seven years. He leaves a widow and two
children.

NEWSPAPER THIEVES HELD,

Two Young Men Admit Their Guilt and
Claim They Were Starving.

Two young men.William McCormlck, ol
No. 233 Hudson avenue, and John Hyland
of No. 73 Bridge street, Brooklyn.were
detected yesterday morning stealing f

bundle of newspapers from in front 01
Frederick Munch's stationery store, No
315 Bedford avenue. They were arrestei
by Policeman Lamb, of the Clymer Streei
Station, and when arraigned before Jus
tice Goetting pleaded guilty to a charg*
of larceny.
The prisoners told the Magistrate tha

they were unable to find honest employ
n;ent, and could not starve. They wen
held for sentence.

I*rocee:liiiss for He case AVitliilrawn
The habeas corpus proceedings looking to

ward the release of ex-Police. Captak
Madison H. Leary from the Long Islanc
Home, :. *«.»*--*-. asylum at Ainityville, L
T have . 'tlidrawn.
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'OR RELIEF.

Mr. Winne Invites the Ci. /orks Commis¬
sioner to Visit His Horn nd Inspect

the Lake Which Forms t»n Lenox
Road After a Stom"»>

City Works Commissioner TJieodore B.
Willis has been invited to inspect the Lenox
road lake, in Flatbush, and incidentally to
enjoy the hospitality of Mr. D. P. Winne,
who owns a beautiful cottage whic.i over-

looks the sheet of water. Mr. Winne's
house Is at No. 28 Lenox road, and vv'hen
he is on the opposite side of the street ,he
has to take a ferry boat to reach bis home.
When there is a storm the street is impass¬
able on account of the water, which some¬
times reaches a depth of three feet and
overflows the curb line on both sides of the
avenue for a distance of eight hundred feet.
The water remains in the street for many
days on account of the lack of proper sewer
facilities and becomes stagnant and engen¬
ders disease. Lenox road is only one of the
afflicted streets of the old town, but is prob¬
ably the worst example of the failure of the
city authorities to give the residents relief.
The taxpayers of the new ward assert that
they are the highest taxed property owners
in the city, and that they receive the least
In return for their money. Mr. Winne yes¬
terday sent the following letter to Commis¬
sioner Willis:

Brooklyn, N. Y., Sept. 17.
Hon. T. B. Willis, Commissioner of City Works,

Brooklyn:
Dear Sir.You are Invited to inspect the

street Lenox road, ns well us inspect the boats
used thereon after periodical showers have ap
peared; also the hospitality of my house, No.
28 Lenox road (Twenty-ninth Ward), on Monday
afternoon, September 21, at 4 p. in. The af¬
flicted residents of the hlock will mourn and
celebrate with us. Respectfully yours.

D. P. WINNE.
It Is asserted that the letter that Mr.

Winne has sent to Commissioner Willis
was partly prompted by a communication
he received a few days ago from a young
woman who wears short skirts because
the streets are in bad condition on rainy
days. A letter received from a Miss M.
B. is as follows:
Dear Sir.I understand that certain young men

object to us girls wearing short skirts. I am
surprised and will prescribe for these poor, af¬
flicted "kickers" as follows:
Ask your mammas to lengthen your trousers.

Go to Oooney's or any other drug store and get a
mustard plaster; place it over your mouth: give
your head a mustard bath and put your feet on
the stove until your brains (?) are thoroughly
warmed. Then add yourself up and see if vou
are all there. MISS M. B.
Another young woman, who signs herself

J. H., writes:
It is perfectly true that we wear our dresses

short, and Theodore B. Willis, of the City Works
Department, Is the man responsible for it. You
see that our streets are in shocking condition.
In some places after a storm we have to wade
through water a foot deep, and our skirts get
soaked with muddy water '.nd spoiled. If he has
the streets fixed we'll hold a mass meeting and
celebrate our victory and Invite him to preside.
Many otfrer tetters Of & similar nature

were received.

TRIED SUICIDE BEFORE.
MissObsey Admits She Attempted to Take

Her Life in June Last.She
Is a Texas Girl. :

Phlllipine Obrey, the pretty young Ger¬
man woman who attempted suicide last
Wednesday night by taking paris green in
front of the residence of Dr. Meperle. No.
oGS Bedford avenue, Williamsburg, was re¬
ported to be out of danger yesterday, at
the Eastern District Hospital, where she
was removed. It is expected she will be
arraigned to-day in the Lee Avenue Police
Court,
The girl still refuses to say why she

wanted to die. but it is the police's belief
that she has a love aqair.
T young woman said she had lived with

an aunt. Mrs. Puplei, In Maiden lane, Ja¬
maica. until August, when she left there on
account of Mrs. Puplei's constant lectures
on religion. Since then she has lived with
friends in Leonard street. Williamsburg,
but refused to tell the number. Her par¬
ents live at No. 1105 Conway street, San
Antonio, Texas, and her father sends
monthly remittances for her support. She
admitted yesterday that she had attempted
to end her life in June last, but was unsuc¬
cessful.
No such person as Mrs. Puplei could be

found in Jamaica.

CHARGED WITH DRUNKENNESS

Lieutedant Mahoney to Be Court-Martialled
at the Navy Yard on Monday.

Washington, Sept. 17..First Lieutenant
James E. Mahoney, United States Marine
Corps, is to be tried by court martial in
Brooklyn next week, on charges of drunk¬
enness, absence without leave and scandal¬
ous conduct. The following Is the detail of
the court, which has been ordered to meet
at the New York Navy Yard next Monday,
September 21. at 1 p. m.:
Captain Silas Casey, Commander Rich¬

ard P. Leary, O wander Timothy Lyons,
Captain Silas asey, Commander Richard

r. Leary, Commander Timothy Lyons, Lieu¬
tenant-Colonel McLane Tilton, U. S. M. C.;
Lieutenant J. A. H. Nickels, Lieutenant
H. O. Rittenhouse and Captain Erastus II.
Robinson, U. S. M. C.
Ensign Thomas Washington is detailed

as Judge-Advocate of the court.

SOUTHGATE'S CROP OF SUITS.

Litigation Following His Conjugal Troubles
Will Keep Him Busy.

Henry Southgate, who is trying to get
possession of his son, Horatio Southgate,
on a writ of habeas corpus, has so far
found himself thwarted In his purpose by
what may prove to be a judicial error.

The writ was served on Mr. and Mrs. Hugh
Roddy, of Merrick, L. I., and was made re¬
turnable before County Judge Garretson,
of Queens Couuty. Isaac Bell Brennan,
who repesents the Roddys, holds that
Judge Garretson has no jurisdiction, and
the Judge expressed himself yesterday as
inclined to concur In this opinion.
Since bringing suit aganst Arthur McK.

Leffiugwell, a wealthy young clubman,
whom he accuses of alienating his wife's
affections. Henry Southgate has found ap-
parently no end to the litigation In which
lie will be involved. To-morrow he will
be summoned in supplementary proceedings
to testify as to his financial condition on
a judgment obtained against him by Hitch-
ings & Co., greenhouse supply merchants.
On Monday Judge Garretson will decide the
matter of jurisdiction in the habeas corpus
case, and now Lawyer Brennan announces
his intention of bringing a cross suit for
divorce on behalf of Mrs. Southgate.

Gister of Ben. Butler Dying-.
Exeter, N. H., Sept. 17..Mrs. Betsy M.

Stevens, only sister of the laGeneral But¬
ler, is critically ill ~v <n Notting¬
ham. She is in he ear. and

un*n larkable

DIPHTHERIA PREVALENT.
Extra Precautions Taken in the Blythebourne

Schools.Only Half-Day Sessions
for the Children.

Owing to the prevalence of diphtheria in
the surrounding districts it has been found
necessary to take extraordinary precautions
in the conduct of the public schools at
Blythebourne, Brooklyn. Since May 8 last
there has been in course of construction a
fine new school building, capable of accom¬
modating fully six hundred children, but
according to Principal F. M. Bogert, delay
on the part of the architect wi prevent
its being completed for a year or two yet.
Such has been the enormous increase of pop¬
ulation in the western part of Brooklyn,
and more especially in the district of Blythe¬
bourne, that at the opening of the public
school there it was found necessary to hud¬
dle nearly three hundred children into four
small rooms, barely fit to accommodate one-
quarter of that number.
In view of the fact that diphtheria has be¬

come almost epidemic in the neighborhoodthe danger from this overcrowding became
obvious. In spite of many precautions taken
by the Brooklyn Board of Health, it is ad¬
mitted that the dread disease is spreadingwith great rapidity, and the introduction of
a case in the Blythebourne public schools
could have been* productive of little less
than appalling fatality.While there have as yet been no cases re¬
ported at Blythebourne'. the suburb is com¬
pletely surrounded by a belt of diphtheria,and much fear has been expressed lest the
overcrowded schools should become a means
to spread the infection.
According to the last reports sent out byHealth Commissioner Dr. Z. Taylor Emery,there are a dozen cases in Bath Beach and

Bensonhurst and nearly as great a number
round Bay Ridge and Fort Hamilton. This

is very largely in excess of the normal.'Jo meet this state of things, PrincipalBogert yesterday determined to split his
clashes into morning and afternoon sessions.
Theri? are, therefore, now four grades of
scholar^, who are only getting half school¬
ing. These are the fourth and sixth pri-1
niary ai'd the fourth and sixth grammar
classes. Under the new arrangement the
school rooms yesterday were not inconven¬
iently crowded.
Principal Bogert said that he was hopefulof occupying the new premises by the 1st of

October.
Reports of suspicious cases are sent dailyfrom the Health Board to the principals of

all schools, and while cases of diphtheria
are undoubtedly frequent in the district,
there is as yet no need to fear an absolute
epidemic.
Brooklvn public s> hool principals are still

busy registering ne^ pupils. The registra¬
tion is unusually heavy, and it is believed
that bv the end of October there will be
125,000 names on the public school books of
the city.

FOUND HIS WIFE GONE.
When Arrested for Abandonment, Hallenbeck

Declared His Bride of Six Months
Had Deserted Him.

¦William Hallenbeck, of No. S76 South
Third street, Williamsburg, was arraigned
before Justice Goetting in the Lee Avenue
Police Court, yesterday, charged by his
young wife, Emma, with abandonment.
Mrs. Hallenbeck is at present living w'th

her parents, at No. 103A Patchen avenu\
Brooklyn.
The couple were married in April last,

and went to housekeeping. One evening in
August Hallenbeck returned home from his
day's work and found his wife missing. A
note was lying on the dining room table,
saying that she had returned to her mother.
Hallenbeck made no attempt to get his
young bride to return, but continued to
live alone.
A few days ago Mrs. Hallenback swore

out a warrant for her husband's arrest,
and when the case was called yesterday
both were represented by counsel.
"There is absolutely no merit in this ac¬

tion, as we can prove," said Hallenbeck's
lawyer. "My client was a happy married
man, proud of his home and wife, and
looked forward to a long future of matri¬
monial bliss, when one night he returned
from an arduous day's work, only to find
his wife gone and a note telling him of
her flight. We contend that we are not
bound to support her unless she explains
her reason for leaving."
At this juncture the counsel for Mrs.

Hallenbeck said that his client had left
her husband because she could not get
enough to eat. "In six months of married
life." said the lawyer, "Mrs. Hallenbeck re¬
ceived only $20."
The case was adjourned and Hallenbeck

paroled.

GEN. JENKS LOSES HIS CANE.

It Is a Unique Stick and He Offers a Reward
for Its Return.

General Almet F. Jenks. former Corpora¬
tion Counsel of Brooklyn, and one of the
best known clubmen and raconteurs in that
city, is the possessor of many art treasures
and objects of value, but none of these does
ho prize more highly than a walking stick
which he lost while coming home from
White Plains. Westchester County the
other dav. It was given to General Jenks
many years ago by a friend and was
valued not only for its associations, but for

" The\stiek?(a stout piece of Penang wood,
is surmounted by a superbly chased silver
oo'ar bear. General Jenks. as suggested
bv' his title is a man of military training,
and among his friends the stick was known
as "the General's baton. It has played a

conspicuous part at many political gather-
ings. All of the leaders, from Hugh Mc¬
Laughlin down, got to look upon it as a
svmbol of good luck.
'An advertisement was Inserted in the
newspapers offering a liberal reward for
the return of this much treasured cane
General Jenks was at his office at No. 26
Court street the greater part of jester-
div in the hope that somebody would come
along and claim the reward. Up to last ac¬
counts this hope had not been realized andth" General and his followers are much de-
jected.
ALLEGED RIOTERS INDICTED.

Grand Jury Finds Bills Against Seventeen
Russian Picnickers.

Among the large batch of indictments
found bv the Grand Jury of Queens County
this week and presented to County Judge
Garretson are seventeen against persons
who took part in a disturbance at Shurr's
Park, Maspeth. on July 4, while a picnic
of Russian societies was in progress.
Yesterday morning Jacob Rosenberg, the

only one of the indicted Russians who was

in jail, was arraigned before County Judge
Garretson and entered a plea of not
ealltv He will be tried next week
itose'u'berg was the only one of fifty odd
men who were arrested by deputy sherifts,
when the alleged rioting took place whe
was positively identified as having struck
a blow. The trouble grew out of the oyer
ottielousness of one of the deputy sheriffs
as was shown by the testimony adduced
at the time the alleged rioters were exaW
ined before Justice Scliuinacker, in New
1
Between forty and fifty complaints of vio

lations of the Raines Excise law in Lout
Island Citv, linckaway Beach. FluaLiU*
and oth»r towns in Queens County are nov
being investigated by the Grand Jury
Most of the complaints are made by tin
special Excise Inspectors, who were de
tailed by Commissioner Lyman.
Sa/vcd Father and Son from Death.
Riverhead, L. I., Sept. 17..George Swe

zey, of Patchogue, and his four-year-oli
son had a narrow escape from beinf
drowned in the Peconic River in this vil
ln-'e last night. They were found struggling
in the water bv Deputy Sheriff William II
Adams, who rescued them. Sweze.v hac
fallen overboard wi the child while endeav
orlng to get into his boat.

Grcenport Hotel ltobhed.
Greenpost, L. I., Sept. 17..When Pro

prietor Kreutzer, of the Main Street Hotel
opened his office this morning, he dis
covered that the c its of the oas!
drawer, amounting ' had been taken
a bad also a large ity of cigars an.
): iuors.

/'I

The Park Policeman Vindicated
in Spite of Expert

Testimony.
Justice Tighe, Brooklyn's Po'ice

Court Solomon, Doubted
Uniformed Witnesses.

HE WAS ARRESTED "FOR LIVING."

Upon the Statements of a Weaver, a Rat-
Trap Maker, a Jute Handler, and a

Special Policeman, the Court
Dismissed the Charge.

Justice Tighe has decided.and Justict
Tighe is known as the Solomon of the
Brooklyn police bench.that on the subject
of inebriety a weaver, a rat-trap maker, a
mason, a jute handler and a special police¬
man are better qualified to act as experts
than are live members of the uniformed
police department. This was the conclu¬
sion arrived at yesterday, when the Justice
dismissed the case of Edward Peacock, &
park policeman for five years.
This is the story of the prosecution: Pea¬

cock, on the morning of September 16, at
4 o'clock, was standing at a doorway in
Warren street, near Hoyt. He was talking
to a woman. Because of the time Rounds¬
man Conboy, of the Butler Street Station,
asked him to move on. Peacock flippantly
advised the roundsman to seek another and
a warmer sphere, at the same time throw-
ing open his coat and displaying his police
badge. Conboy did not like his tone, and
arrested him. The roundsman wag assist¬
ed by Policemen Joseph L. Merrick and Pat¬
rick Sullivan. In the Amity Street Station
the prisoner was arraigned before a ser¬
geant and turned over to the station house
doorkeeper. All three policemen agreed
upon one point.that Peacock was drunk.
The sergeant knew it by his "wabbliness."
and the doorman by the odor of whiskey
that came from his breath. That was their
evidence. They were all policemen of ex¬
perience, they said, and had seen many
cases of inebriety.
This is the story of the defence, as it

was told in court by the accused and his
witnesses, the mason, the weaver, the rat-
trap maker, the jute handler and the spe¬
cial policeman: Peacock had spent the night
at a wake on Fourth place. He had gona
there at 7 o'clock in the evening, and left
at 3:30 o'clock the following morning. In
the meantime he bad taken no drink of an
Intoxicating nature. lie was perfectly
sober when he started for home. Arriving
at the door of the flathouse in which he
lives, he made a vain search through his
pockets for his latch-key. Then he remem¬
bered that he had left it in the pocket of
his uniform trousers. He was about to ring?he bell when the thought of an angry
jt-nitress flashed into his mind. His hand
fell limp to his side. He is a brave man,
but he did not ring that bell. Instead, he
walked away, intending to return at 5
o'clock, when the Janitress would be awake.
He w?nt into Warren street, and saw a
» .oman standing in the doorway of a house.
She «sk<*d him what time it was. He wai
telling ier when Conboy stepped up and ar¬
rested him. When he asked Conboy wb*
he should be arretted the roundsman
with a "Oh, lor living!"FeS._wck \V2." not drunk sairt so.
so did the rat-trap make weaver
mason, the jute handle' j the spt
policeman, all of whom seen him
morning.
Justice Tighe decided that the evld«

of the prosecution was Insufficient,
discharged Peacock.

REMPLE HAS HIS REVENG
With the Sheriff He Visits the Home of t

Widow Who Jilted Him and
Seizes Furniture.

Love sick Carl Rumple's broken li°n
has been avenged at last. After alrir
something of his matrimonial romance wi
fair widow Delia Kelly In the
Island Police Court last July, Carl
experienced the gratification of get
venge last night. Carl somehow se

lien for the contents of the widt
burban home, corner of First str
Neptune avenue, yesterday mornin
the representation that all of the lu
ings of the house belonged to him, ar

night at 6 o'clock seized most ever
but the btallding itself.
Carl Rempel is a widower past six

the fair widow Is a little over flft
first became enamored with the ladj
ago. Then he lived at No. 146 Dea:
and Delia at Myrtle avenue and F
street, Brooklyn, where she also
second-hand wares. At that time
was a contracting carpenter. The
called upon the widower to ask
make some Improve* nts i
Island home. After that, it
fell deeply In love with eac

shortly after Rempel, with hi*,
and two other men. took t<p t^
the latter place. A littie >

widow's love grew cold, and
ceived a polite note to leave '

He went, but said he would i
the courts, and kept his woi

came up before Justice Nostra
At the trial RemplS swore

the furniture in the liouse_ in
his personal property. No <

rendered in the case, which r

eon-holed till several days ag<
pie got an order upon the B!
certain furnishings in the wlc
Yesterday the lien was put j

of a deputy sheriff, who. w

Constable and seven other
the order In the evening. .

away at the time. H°r nl
for her. and when she aiPY*
ed that the things belonged to her.
words followed, and the neighbors ci

upon the scene from near and far. Bel
Iteniple left, Mrs, Kelly alleges that
struck her rwo heavy blows upon the fi
Mrs. Kelly declared last night that

would have Remple arrested for assf1
and would sue him for the recovery of
furniture.

HENRY H. BLISS MUST ANSW1

Justice McCarthy Insists That He Pu
Himself of Contempt To-day,

Justice McCarthy, in the City i*

terda.v handed down a decision
plication to punish Henry II.
father of Mrs. Mary Alice
contempt in refusing to ansv

of question when examined
tary proceedings oji a judg
against him for $375 by Jni«
In his decision, Justice McC¬
ain supplementary prweei

seem to take the oath and j
giving their testimony witnov
for the truth or falsity of t
hare come to accept this ex-
farce and an idle effort
property."
Justice McCarthy d

appear in court t'
questions necessary

Assailed 1>y
Bridgeport, Conn

derlen, a farmer.
while driving to
was attacked by
avenue. The ie
¦"ais head, holes 1
stranger strucl
knocked him '

breaking tw^
'ess lu tee r

ing for /
they f


